GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

Examination Board: 
Edexcel
Entry Qualifications:
There are no specific GCSE requirements, but a wide range of higher passes would be expected.

Course Content:

1.
AS level


At AS level we will concentrate on Government and Politics in the United Kingdom.  There are two compulsory units:

Unit 1 – People and Politics – covers questions such as:

· Why are political participation and democracy important?

· Do elections guarantee democracy?

· What is the role of political parties?

· How important are pressure groups?

Unit 2 – Governing the UK - covers questions such as:

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of the British constitution?

· What is the role and significance of Parliament?

· Who has power within the Executive?

· What is the role and significance of the Judiciary?

2.
A2 level


Students who continue to A2 level will study Government and Politics in the USA.


Unit 3 – Representative Processes in the USA – covers questions such as:

· How do electoral processes work and what are the factors that explain the outcome of recent elections?

· What do the main political parties stand for, and how does the party system operate?

· Why are pressure groups so powerful?

Unit 4 – Governing the USA – covers topics such as:

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of the US constitution?

· What is the role and significance of Congress?

· How powerful is the President?

· What is the role and significance of the Supreme Court?

Assessment

Unit 1:
In a written examination of 1 hour 20 minutes, students will be required to answer two structured questions from a choice of four.

Unit 2:
In a written examination of 1 hour 20 minutes, students will be required to answer one structured-based question from a choice of two, and one essay question from a choice of three.

Unit 3:
In a written examination of 1 hour 30 minutes, students will be required to answer three shorter questions from a choice of five, and one essay question from a choice of three.

Unit 4:
As Unit 3.

Each unit represents 25% of the marks for the full ‘A’ level.

