IB BIOLOGYx

Why Study BIOLOGY to Standard Level?

Biology is the study of life; concerned with all living things and with many of today’s

problems. Studying standard level Biology could give you an appreciation of how to help overcome sickness, produce more food and conserve natural resources.

Why Study BIOLOGY to Higher level?

The higher level Biology course provides you a with an excellent grounding for a wide range of interesting Biological degree courses. The topics covered build on standard level concepts and explore issues in more detail.

Entry Requirements

In line with school policy for the IB course

Higher Education

Higher level Biology can provide a basis for a degree in Biology or in a wide variety of related disciplines e.g. Biochemistry, Biophysics, Neuroscience.

Careers

Studying Biology allows you to enter literally 1000's of interesting and varied careers.

Marine Scientist Science Teacher/ Doctor

Lecturer

Research Biologist Food Technologist

Animal Technician Science Journalist

Nature Biochemist

Conservationist

Forensic Scientist

Horticulturist

Forester

Medical Laboratory

Scientist Agricultural Biologist

Pharmacist Technical Sales

Nurse Veterinary Surgeon and

Dentist Assistant
How hard is it?

The transition between GCSE and IB can be quite difficult at first so you need to work hard from the very beginning of the course.  You will be expected to study independently and be really organised.
The course builds on the knowledge gained at GCSE, adding depth and breadth.   Through discussion and different activities you will also gain an awareness of the ethical, technological and economic aspects of the subject. 

The course can be studied at 2 different levels, Standard level (SL) and Higher level (HL). HL is harder than SL and is allocated more time.  In Biology we share the teaching of IB with Beechen Cliff.

What exams do I take?  (external assessment)

For the IB specification there are 3 compulsory external examination papers.  Questions include multiple choice, short response and longer answer questions.  These papers vary in duration according to the standard taken and assess knowledge from the whole of the course in a variety of contexts.

Internal assessment

Your practical skills are assessed by a series of tasks carried out throughout the two years during lessons.   These tasks include planning, carrying out an investigation and evaluating it. In addition your ICT skills will be assessed.  You will also have the opportunity to work with other Group 4 scientist during the Group 4 project.  During this time your collaborative skills will be assessed.

Topics Studied

Statistics, Cells, Biochemistry, Genetics, Ecology and Evolution, Human Health and Physiology, Respiration, Photosynthesis, Plant Science, Neurobiology and Behaviour, Ecology and conservation.

